
MAINE LOBSTER
AND RIGHT WHALES
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MAINE LOBSTERING GEAR MADE SAFER FOR WHALES
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Use minimum traps on 
each buoy line to reduce 
vertical lines 

Haul all traps at least 
once per month

Uniquely mark gear to 
distinguish Maine rope  
from other fishing gear 
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ROPE, INCREASED THE 
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PER BUOY
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COMMITTED 
TO WHALE
PROTECTION

Maine Lobstermen have been leaders in right whale conservation 
for over 20 years and remain committed to enhancing whale 
protections through measures that provide conservation benefits 
for whales and ensure the continued viability of the fishery.
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  SUCC ESSFUL EFFORTS  
BY NOAA TO SAVE THE 

RIGHT WHALES MUST 
FOCUS ON DEVELOPING  
EFFECTIVE REGULATIONS 
THAT WILL ACTUALLY 
REDUCE THE RISK TO 
RIGHT WHALES WHILE 
LIMITING NEGATIVE 
IMPACTS ON FISHERMEN.

 

   CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION         
FROM MAINE, JULY 2019

In Maine, lobstering is a way of life for thousands of independent fishermen. 
Lobstermen are often part of multi-generational fishing families that are  

at the core of the state’s coastal and island communities.

PIONEERING   
WHALE CONSERVATION

The Maine Lobster fishery has not been linked to the entanglement of a right whale in over 15 years. 
In fact, 23 of the 30 whales that died between 2017-2019 were found in Canadian waters or were  
a result of entanglement in Canadian fishing gear.
 
U.S. regulations include effective static fishery closures where right whales are known to aggregate, 
such as areas off the southeast U.S. coast and near Cape Cod Bay.  
 
Right whales are rarely seen within inshore Maine waters, where the majority of Maine Lobster is 
caught, but Maine Lobstermen still made extensive changes to their gear to make it safer for whales.
 
Rope removed from right whales between 2010 and 2018 is not consistent with the rope most 
typically used in the Maine Lobster fishery.

What We Know About Right Whales and Fishing Gear 

THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY HAS CONTINUALLY ENHANCED  
ITS RIGHT WHALE PROTECTIONS OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS.

Maine Lobstermen and the State remain dedicated to right whale protections,  
but the whales cannot be adequately protected without shared commitment 
from all fisheries as well as the shipping industry plus improved scientific research  

to better inform regulations. 

#SaveMaineLobstermen 


